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Altmetrics: 
New Trends in Tracking and 
Measuring Scholarly Impact 
  
Deborah Charbonneau 
Alexandra Sarkozy 
March 19, 2014 
SLA Michigan Chapter Presentation 
 
Agenda 
Rising Trend of “Altmetrics” 
Background and Context 
Range of Tools 
Opportunities for LIS Professionals 
Learning Objectives  
By the end of the workshop, you will: 
 
Understand how altmetrics are 
shaping the scholarly landscape. 
 
Describe the features of various 
“altmetrics” tools. 
 
Background 
Altmetrics (or “Alternative Metrics”) 
 
Bibliometics vs. Altmetrics 
 
Strengths and Weaknesses 
 
Alternatives 
 
Altmetrics 
The State of Altmetrics 
 
Different “Measures” 
 
Major Players 
 
Library Involvement 
 
Citation-based  
Journal rank 
Researcher impact and influence 
Usage, captures, mentions, bookmarks, etc. 
Types of “Metrics” 
Major Players 
(Stakeholders) 
Publishers 
Open Science 
Movement 
Researchers 
Funding Agencies 
Libraries 
Consumers of 
Research  (i.e. 
general public) 
Many more! 
Overview of  
Tools 
  
Major Citation Databases 
Google Scholar 
Institutional Repositories  
Altmetric.com 
Impactstory.org 
PLoS ONE 
figshare 
Libguide: 
http://guides.lib.wayne.edu/altmetrics 
Keeping Current 
Wrap Up 
Altmetrics are shaping the scholarly 
landscape. 
 
New tools for tracking scholarly 
influence go beyond traditional metrics. 
 
Alternative tools for assessing scholarly 
impact provide opportunities for LIS 
professionals.  
Conclusion 
Our learning journey: 
Rise of Altmetrics 
Various Tools 
Unique Features 
 
 
How might you use these tools in your 
current environment? 
Questions? 
 
Thank you! 
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